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NC State Issues:
CBA State Lobby Day for 2011 is set for Wednesday, February 2, 2011. Please mark
your calendars. It would be nice if we could have a good Chatham turnout.
Tillis Nominated as Next Speaker: House Republicans, meeting on 20 November, chose Rep. Thom Tillis (Mecklenburg)
as their nominee for Speaker of the North Carolina House. Since House Republicans will hold a 68-52 majority when the
House convenes in January, Tillis is almost assured of being elected Speaker. Earlier in the week, Senate Republicans
nominated Phil Berger (Rockingham) as the next President Pro Tempore. Motorcyclist and long-time friend of NC
CBA/ABATE, Rep. Dale Folwell, will serve as Speaker Pro Tempore, the number 2 slot in the House. (As reported by Paul
Wilms.)

Federal issues:
2011 MRF Conference dates announced:
Bikers inside the Beltway 2011 The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is holding the 3nd annual ride to
the Nations Capitol for Motorcycle Awareness Month. May 12th, 2011
Beast of the East 2011 - The MRF's East Coast leadership conference. May 13-15, 2011
Linthicum Heights, Maryland
Meeting of the Minds The MRF's premier leadership conference that boasts an audience from across the
nation and around the world. September 22-25, 2011 Romulus, Michigan
National Transportation Safety Board Calls for Nationwide Helmet Laws - The Motorcycle Riders Foundation reports
that the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is calling on all States that do not have a mandatory helmet law to
adopt one. The NTSB has a "top ten most wanted" list that has never before addressed motorcycle helmet law, but does
now. They are asking for every State to enact mandatory helmet law for every rider and passenger on every motorcycle.
This is a disturbing, but not surprising, recommendation by the NTSB. They had a forum in 2007 where they brought in
some motorcycle safety professionals and asked them a few questions. They then relied on their motorcycle crash
investigations, a whopping six in total crash investigations to issue some safety recommendations. This pales in
comparison to the over 150,000 airline incident investigations, over 90,000 other surface transportation investigations,
which does more than qualify them to issue such recommendations. But investigating just six motorcycle accidents and
now they are the experts? What's also surprising is the fact that motorcycle deaths declined last year. For the first time in
11 years motorcycle fatalities went down, and not just a few percentage points. Motorcycle fatalities were down 16 percent
last year. And it is not because people were riding less, vehicle miles traveled for motorcycles was down just a half a
percent over the previous year, according to the US DOT. The NTSB has no regulatory ability and no law making ability,
just the power to issue recommendations to the States, industry and the Federal government. We at the MRF are troubled
by the NTSB issuing recommendations about anything motorcycle, with such a lack of expertise in the arena of
motorcycling and a seemingly nonchalant attitude towards the motorcyclists of this country.

Awareness is our best defense. Please stay involved legislatively.
Read DocSki’s blog: http://docskivnv.bravejournal.com

